The National Primitive Baptist Convention Newsletter

I thank God for the privilege to have served under the last four Presidents---(the late Elder
Dr. F. L. Livingston---our 10th President, Elder Dr. Thomas Samuels, the 11th President, Elder Dr.
Ernest Ferrell---our 12th President, and Elder Dr. Bernard Yates, the 13th President). Those great men of God
truly paved the way for me to serve as your 14th President; and, I thank them for allowing me to stand on their
shoulders to prepare me for such a time as this.
In this edition of our Convention Newsletter, highlights will be shared of the 112th Annual Session and a report
from the President with a plea for our Convention’s future. We encourage you to read the Newsletter in its entirety; and, we pray it will be a blessing to you and your family.
First, we thank Elder John Richardson and the Western Region for their warm hospitality and the amazing Welcome Program. The planning efforts of the Western Region and the Texas State Convention, led by Elder Richard
Hayes, set the tone for a wonderful week that was filled with many blessings.
Second, we thank our Vice President, Elder Dr. Oscar Montgomery, for his leadership and the support he has
provided in establishing a National Convention Database. The database will allow us to communicate more efficiently with our membership. If you have not completed the Membership Form, please go to our Convention
website and secure the form. Completed forms can be sent to Vice President Montgomery at 3800 Millbrae Drive,
Huntsville, Alabama 35810 or emailed to montres@msn.com. In addition, we thank our General Secretary, Elder
Benji McMiller, and his team for doing a yeoman’s job by inputting all of the membership information into the
database at the Convention. This involved many hours of tedious work. We owe a debt of gratitude to our finance
team led by Elder Hewitt Sawyers, Elder Dr. Ronnie Russell, and Sister Lessie Yates, who invested countless
hours to ensure our financial records are accurate.
Third, we thank our Office Staff (Sisters Jackie Brown, Regina Earls, Sabrina Floyd and Margaret Jones) for
their dedication and commitment. Fourth, we thank all auxiliary leaders and auxiliary members for the ministry
work you conducted during the week. Fifth, we congratulate our Mobile Academic Training Academy graduates
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as well as the academic leadership and instructors for another stellar year. Sixth, we thank each of you for your
support over the past year.
Under the leadership of Sister Dorothy Pendergrast, the Ambassadors worked tirelessly to raise over $4,500.
(Sister Dorothy Pendergrast - $2,019, Mother Joyce Fitzgerald - $1,781 and Sister Taleah Hill - $700). As Ambassadors, this group of men and women commited themselves to sharing the work of the Convention by securing
additional resources to support our continued efforts. We invite others to join this group. For more information,
please contact Sister Pendergrast at 615-969-9592.
In the President’s Epistle, located within this Newsletter, we asked all members of this Convention to prayerfully
read and share the contents with your Churches, Associations, State Conventions, and Regions. Simply, the Epistle
appeals to Churches, Associations, State Conventions, and Regional Conventions that have not adopted the 1999
action taken by the National Primitive Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. to allow women to serve as delegates.
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
• We will continue to build our database in order that we can communicate efficiently (using both email and U S
Mail). This database will allow us to accurately track our finances, registrations, and produce several reports in
an effort to track our growth and progress.
• We will establish a Convention Reserve Fund of $350,000 to be used to help with preconvention and Board expenses. The Convention Reserve Fund will allow us to eliminate borrowing funds from our Credit Line to cover
expenses.
• We will respond to the survey that was taken in Houston whereby the majority of the delegates who were present responded favorably of women clergy; I will appoint and convene a Counsel on Women Clergy to investigate
further and determine whether or not there will be a change in our Convention’s official position regarding women
clergy.
• We will work diligently to establish a Convention office. Presently, we operate out of the office of the church of
whoever is President. Therefore, records are in various locations; and, for long term stability, we need to establish
an office.
• We will develop an Accounting Manual to govern our financial procedures.
• We will expand our Mobile Academic Training Academy to implement training courses in every Region, State
and local District of our Convention wherever possible.
As your president, I am believing God for great things, as we continue to move our Convention forward. “Eye has
not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man. The things which God has prepared for those
who love Him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9 NKJV).
Have your way Lord!

Elder Dr. Kenneth A. Duke
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We congratulate, again, the
recipients of our Vision, Servant,
and Candlestick Awards.

General Convention

The Vision Award was presented to Elder Dr. Bernard C. Yates for the leadership he has given to our National
Convention and the commitment to unselfishly advance the cause of Christ and our National Convention.
The Candlestick Award went to Zion Hope Primitive Baptist Church
(Pensacola, FL). Zion Hope has been a beacon of light for our National Convention. Thank you, Zion Hope, for opening your doors to
host our National Convention, Board/Institute, State Conventions, and
Associations.
Deacon Carl Batts was the recipient of the Servant Award. A faithful
member of our Convention for many years, he served the Ushers Congress in several position, including his last role as President. Thank
you, Deacon Batts, for your heart to serve when and where needed.
!

!

An informative Symposium was facilitated by Elder Jaymes Mooney.
The panelists were Reverend Leslie Marie Wilson, National Director of
African American Religious Affairs (AARA) for People For the American Way and People For the American Way Foundation, Elder Jeremiah Chester, Pastor, St Mark Baptist Church, Minister Joseph Webb,
Principal, Profit Planners Management and Founder and Managing
Member of Twin Peaks, LLC, Sister Sabrina Floyd, Executive Director, New Jerusalem Community Development Corporation and Sister
Myyon Hardemon, Director, Zion Chapel Primitive Baptist Church.
The panel expounded on the Conventions 2019 theme. Not only were
we challenged to pursue opportunities to liberate those in our community who may be oppressed, but they also gave us some practical tools
to use to accomplish the assignment.
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There were many spirit filled services and we thank God for all the preachers who allowed God to use them to
bring the Word. grateful for everyone who met us at the Lord ’s Table. The Communion service is a sacred time
of our Convention when we all come together to remember Jesus and His death on the cross for our sins until He
comes again. Our preacher for this service, Elder Hewitt Sawyers (TN), reminded us that this is a time that should
not be taken lightly.

!

Health and Wellness

The Health and Wellness Ministry of the National Primitive Baptist Convention was again front and center in “serving God’s people” at the National
Primitive Baptist Convention in Houston Texas.
We were especially blessed to have our newly elected Vice-President, Deacon Patrick Bethel, serving with us. Deacon Bethel is a member of the New
Jerusalem Primitive Baptist Church, Miami Florida. Among his many other
accomplishments are: Florida and National Registered Paramedic, Emergency and Trauma Technician, University of Miami/Jackson Health Systems, Miami Florida, Basic, Advance and Critical Care Educator, Nicklaus
Children’s Hospital, Miami Florida and Professor of Continuing Education,
Miami Dade College, Miami Florida.
Deacon Bethel is a servant of God with a passion for Health and Wellness.
He uses his God given gifts to provide treatment and education to God’s
people both locally and globally. His election as the Vice-President of the
Health and Wellness Ministry is a first for this traditionally women’s ministry. We are blessed to have this dedicated, inspiring man of God serve with
us.

National Choir

Under the leadership of Directress Lorraine Brown, and Assistant Director, Deacon Courtney Moore, the National
Convention Congress Choir Music Ministry was at one of its highest peaks during the 112th Annual Session in
Houston, TX. The choir’s praise and worship experience, both vocally and instrumentally, touched the hearts of
the congregation throughout the week---as we worshipped together as one in the body of Christ.
The National Convention Congress Choir is one of love, friendship, and---most importantly---one of commitment
and service to the Almighty God! We thank you for your gift to the body of Christ. Make a joyful noise unto the
Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. Psalm 100:1-2
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The Mobile Academic Training Academy (MATA)

The National Primitive Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. Mobile Academic Training Academy (MATA) is dedicated
to providing the highest quality academic program and experience to program participants. This commitment
allows program participants an opportunity to gain the knowledge-base, skills, and dispositions necessary to
transition to partnering institutions successfully. The vision and mission of MATA are directed toward teaching,
research, and scholarship to practice through comprehensive and competency-based, guided instructional strategies. On July 21, 2019, 10 participants (Ambassadors) received the Certificate of Completion in ETA Standard
Church Ministries at the President’s Vision Banquet that was held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Downtown Houston, Houston, TX, as a part of the 112th Annual Session of the National Primitive Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.
The Ambassadors who received their Certificates in ETA Standard Church Ministries were:
Elder Christopher Hall, Murfreesboro, TN, Elder John Haynes, Franklin, TN, Minister Ronald Hill, Nashville,
TN, Elder Monte Lester, Pastor, Murfreesboro, TN, Evangelist Shirley Moore, Nashville, TN, Evangelist Dorothy Pendergrast, Thompson Station, TN, Brother Joe Pendergrast, Nashville, TN, Brother Joe Rich, Chairman,
Murfreesboro, TN, Elder Howard Rucker, Eagleville, TN, and Deacon William Verge, Member, Murfreesboro,
TN.
It is of interest to note that Faith International University (Tacoma, WA) accepts 95 quarter hours toward Bachelor of Arts degrees and 28 quarter hours toward Master’s Degrees upon graduating from the National Primitive
Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. Mobile Academic Training Academy (MATA).
ADMINISTRATION, ACADEMIC DEAN AND FACULTY
Elder Dr. Kenneth Duke, General President, Miami, FL, Elder Dr. Oscar Montgomery, General Vice President,
Huntsville, AL, Deacon Harold Batts, Administrator, Huntsville, AL, Sister Jackie Brown, Administrative Coordinator, Murfreesboro, TN, Dr. Gloria Bonner, Academic Dean and Educational Consultant, Murfreesboro, TN,
Elder Dr. James Chester, Faculty, West Palm Beach, FL, Elder Cornelius Hill, Faculty, Nashville, TN, Elder Dr.
Jeffrey Rainey, Faculty, Mobile, AL, Elder Timothy Rainey, Faculty, Huntsville, AL, and Dr. Kevin Riggs, Faculty,
Franklin, TN
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Women’s Congress

“The Mamye C. Batts, Lillian J. Brantley and Betty S. Brown
Making a Difference Award” was created to honor three of the
Women Congress Presidents as a memorial for their outstanding Leadership to the Women Congress as well as their untiring
support to the National Primitive Baptist Convention: Mothers
Mamye C. Batts, 6th President, Mother Lillian J. Brantley, 7th
President and Sister Betty S. Brown 8th President. A member of
the Women’s Congress is recognized for her services rendered in
the community. This year we were very pleased to have Sister Wilhelmina Burwell as our recipient for this very
prestigious award.
Women’s Congress Outreach Project
Each year the Women’s Congress gives a financial donation to
an organization, school, agency or company in the city in which
the convention is being held. The Mission of Yahweh, a Kingdom Expansion Program of Houston, was selected as the recipient for 2019. (This is a facility for abused women and children.)
Rev. Geraldine Scott, Evangelical Pastor/Chaplain accepted the
donation on behalf of the organization.

!

!

!

DORCAS AWARD
The DORCAS Award is presented to a member of the Women’s Congress who epitomizes the women in the Christian community who
models the virtues of wisdom, exhibits modest behavior, cares for
those less fortunate, demonstrates courage in the face of adversity,
and a model to the community whose members revere her and dedicates her time to good works (Acts 9:36). Mother Maggie King is the
recipient of the 2019 DORCAS Award with commendations. She is a
member of Mount Zion Primitive Baptist Church, Quincy, FL.
The 2019-2020 Reigning Queen is: Sister Dorothy Alfreda Morning,
representing the Matrons’ Auxiliary, Crumbey Bethel Primitive Baptist Church, Fairfield, AL
The Friday evening program has been designated as the Educational
Program. Since 1964, the Queen contest and $100 marchers have
been promoted to support a national scholarship which honors Sister
C. E. Patton and Sister Essie S. Raye, past presidents of the National
Women’s Congress.
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Women of the Church elected a new slate of Officers
with Sister Jerrlyne Jackson being elected as President.

Women Congress Officers

!

Barbara Watkins/Queen Contest and One-Hundred Dollar Marchers
Mother Blannie Q. Batts, Sister Augusta Bone, Sister Linda Briggs, Mother Grace Byers, Mother Ann Carter, Sister Ann Chester, Mother Matilda Crocker, Mother Gladys Franklin, Sister Taleah Hill, Sister Helen Hunter, Sister
Renee Hutcherson, Sister Jerrlyne Jackson, Sister Annie Lankford, Sister Peggy Miller, Mother Sandra Ming,
Sister Emma Moore, Sister Joyce Piper, Sister Madria Price, Mother Clifford Rhymes, Sister Rochelle Russell,
Sister Elizabeth Strong and Sister Sharon Wilson.
C. E. Patton and Essie S. Raye Scholarship 2019 Recipients:
Arianna White-Williams, St. Bartley, Huntsville, AL, Arielle Fields, Zion Hope, Pensacola, FL
Brittany Latimore, New Jerusalem, Miami, FL, Kailyn Lyle, Zion Orthodox, Cocoa, FL
Trealle Thomas, Philadelphia, Tallahassee, FL
Lady Vonda Yates, Pensacola, FL was the “Sisters Reaching Sisters Forum” Guest Speaker.
Women’s Congress Annual Sermon was delivered by Elder Albert Snell, Dallas, TX

Usher Congress
!

All praises and honor to God for the
glorious time experienced at our 112th
Annual Session. Our hats are off to the
great State of Texas for the tremendous
hospitality shown and we pray God’s
blessing upon you. We are grateful to
our General President, Elder Dr. Kenneth A. Duke, for his unwavering support of the Ushers Congress. Also, we
are thankful to our Past President, Deacon Carl D. Batts, for his leadership,
guidance and the foundation he laid in
building the Congress. As many of you

are aware, Deacon Batts resigned his position earlier this year; and, Sister Shelia Frazier was appointed---by President Duke at the February 2019 Board of Directors Meeting in Miami, FL---to serve out Deacon Batts’ term.
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It is now time for a renewed commitment from our fellow ushers. As we see a decline in attendance, all Primitive
Baptist Ushers are encouraged to become a serving force within our national body. The fellowship and instruction
received by our ushers cannot be measured in words. Our Instructor, Sister Yvonne Scott, explained the importance of building our Spiritual and Physical Cores. Therefore, we must strengthen our core through prayer, fasting, and healthy living for service.
The Convention week would not have been complete without a training workshop facilitated by our President,
Sister Frazier. She presented details on the art of ushering in our churches and at the National Convention. We
were inspired by the motivational address from Elder Benji McMiller who compelled us to be excited when expressing who we are in God’s service. His topic came from Luke 22:7-12; “I am Not Just an Usher.”
Our Annual Service speaker, Elder Jeremiah Chester, was truly a blessing. It was one of the highlights of the week
for the ushers both spiritually and financially. We thank God for the Word brought, the fellowship shared and for
all who supported the National Ushers Congress. We look forward to an even greater time next year at the 113th
General Session in Birmingham, AL.
The 2019 National Ushers Congress Officers are Sister Sheila Frazier, President, Sister Carolyn Oden, Vice
President, Sister Carnell Chumn, Sister Tina Jones, Sister Jackie Brown, Brother Albert Miles, Jr., Sister Sharon
Norris, Sister M. Brown, Sister Lena Sthrum, Brother James Bradley, Sister Mary McClendon and Sister Mary
Moody.

Laymen Council

The Laymen’s Council would like to report that Deacon Grady McCray has stepdown as Vice President of the
Laymen’s Council. Deacon Gregory Floyd was voted as the new Vice President.
We thank Elder Chris Burney (FL) for facilitating our Devotion/Congregation Song Workshop. Elder Burney
reminded some and introduced to others some of those “old hymns”.
The Laymen’s Council is honored to serve as the Devotion Leaders for our General Convention services.
We were pleased to have more than 30 Laymen attend the National Convention. The feedback we received has
been extremely positive. In fact, one deacon shared he enjoyed serving with the Laymen; and, the training he
received through the Laymen’s Council would enhance his service at his home church. The Laymen Council is
committed to serving as a training ground to prepare current and future deacons for service in their churches.
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Chosen Generation Congress

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and in my best Texas voice, “Hey y’all.” Wow, Houston, TX will never be the same after the Primitive Baptist of America assembled downtown at the Hyatt Regency.
I want to personally thank the officers and members of Chosen Generation Congress for operating in ministry
excellence and proving once again why our congress is the “X” factor of this national movement. There are so
many things to reflect on; but, just to name a few:
On Monday, July 22, 2019, over 100 youth and young adults bombarded the Main Event arcade venue for an
afternoon of food, fun and fellowship. Primitive Baptists proved to be competitive fanatics. This was the icebreaking moment of the week and we knew what the energy would be like for the remainder of the week!

On Wednesday July 24, 2019, Chosen Generation hosted the
Annual Mother Joyce Perkins Scholarship Luncheon – a sold
out event! The scholarship luncheon continues to support the
Primitive Baptist mission of education. Evangelist Myyon Hardeman of Dallas, TX was the keynote speaker and became the
first Primitive Baptist female minister in history to be featured
as the keynote speaker.

!!

On Thursday, July 25, 2019, the Chosen Generation Congress
hosted the Annual Timothy Miles Essay and Oratorical Contest.
Speaking from the theme, “I’m Different – 1 Peter 2:9,” contestants from all over the country in every grade category presented
essays expounding on the theme, both orally and written. Congratulations to Miss Deanna Davis of New Jerusalem, Miami,
FL, who was the overall contest winner. Miss Davis was also
featured during the Women’s Congress Queen’s March on Friday, July 26, 2019.
As the dynamics and culture of church continue to change, we
are excited about the opportunities that come with these changing times. We are committed to the mission of the Primitive
Baptist Church and we are here to follow and support the vision
of our national president, Elder Dr. Kenneth A. Duke. To God be
the glory for the great things he has done; and, the best is yet to
come for the Chosen Generation Congress!
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Church School Congress
The G.W. Gibson School of Religion hosted its second annual “Global Think Tank” session during the 2019
NPBC Church School and McMillian Training Congress that was held in Houston, Texas. Under the leadership
of Elders Corey Howse, Cornelius Hill and Ronnie Russell, the NPBC Global Think Tank serves as a laboratory
of ideas with a brainstorming platform of various individual who serve in ministry. Everyone brings their experience and data which is analyzed and discussed in identifying positive and negative aspects and effects of ministry.
Individuals who participated in the process gained strategies and templates to take back to their churches in an
effort to engage in the rapidly changing challenges in ministry.!While the Think Tank may not be an end to every
problem, it is a start in identifying what the issues are at the present time. The model that is used will keep us on
the cutting edge of ministry, as we continue to engage with
ministry challenges.

President Emeritus, Dr. Thomas W. Samuels, brought a
unique doctrinal and historical perspective to the discussion
that provided clarity to where we’ve come from over our 112
years of existence and also laid a launching pad for our forward thrust.

Greater Mount Moriah Church of Charlotte, North Carolina was
the recipient of the Robert Herman Frazier Scholarship Solicitation Fund 1st place trophy. Named after a past president of the
Church School and BTU Congress, this annual fund-raiser supports annual scholarships awarded by the NPBC Church School.
Led by Church School Superintendent, Sister Eunice Scott, this
annual campaign makes it possible for the congress to award twoto-three scholarships annually. The first place award is given to
the Church, Association or Convention that reports the largest
financial gift towards the scholarship campaign. Three years of
contributions of $100.00 or more to this fund is required for eligible participation.

Pictured: President Harold E. Batts, NPBC
Church School and McMillian Training Union
Congress; Sister Felicia Harris, Member, Greater Mount Moriah Church, Charlotte, NC; VP Dr.
James Chester, Church School and McMillian

Training Union Congress.
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Beloved Brethren:

Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Thankfully, we are spared to
assemble here in Houston, Texas for our 112th Annual Session and, by the “Will of God”, we will achieve goals
which promote the Kingdom.
Galatians 3: 28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Colossians 3: 11 - Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian,
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.
This letter is sent to encourage associations, state and regional conventions to align their practices to include females to be seated as official delegates, when elected by member churches. This practice was adapted as official
at our National Convention in 1999.
The Apostle Paul writes to the churches at Galatians and Colossae addressing the equality of members of the body
of Christ. He addresses unity and oneness in the body, in his first letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 12. This is an
appeal for our ecclesiastical bodies to make this adjustment and accommodate the local church in their choice in
who should represent her.
Under the Primitive Baptist Discipline which is in line with the Bible (Galatians 3:28), the church has certain
“reserve rights” extended to each member in good standings; to be a part of the electing of a pastor, officers, and
to attend to her own business. This right should not and cannot be bypassed at the district, state or national level.
Therefore, I employ you to extend this privilege, which is a membership-right of any orderly Primitive Baptist.
Let us be of one mind and one objective---that is to do the will of Him that sent us. Peace and Prosperity.
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Greetings,

Our Winter Board Meeting and F. L. Livingston Institute will be held in Huntsville, AL on February 16 - 19, 2020.
We invite each of you to join us. This will be a time of training, worshipping, fellowshipping and taking care of
the business of our National Convention.
We need everyone in our National Convention to register, whether you are able to join us or not. By registering,
you support financially the operations of the Convention. The registration forms are on the Convention’s website
(www.npbcconvention.org) . Also, the registration forms will be mailed and emailed to everyone in our database
in the upcoming weeks. To assist with expenses, we are asking everyone to submit their registrations for the February 16-19, 2020 session by December 15th.
The host hotel for the Board/Institute is the Embassy Suites, 800 Monroe Street, Huntsville, AL 35801. The hotel
room rate is $139.00 per night (single, double, triple or quad); and, the group reservation block will be open later
this year. At that time, you can contact the hotel directly (1-800-EMBASSY) to make your reservation. Parking
will be at a rate of $10.00 per day.
As your Board Chair, we look forward to hosting you in Huntsville, AL.

Elder Oscar Montgomery
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Greetings,

We are pleased to share our new National Convention email address:npbcconvention@gmail.com. Please send
any information, questions or concerns you may have for any of the National Officers to this email address. Additionally, we have a National telephone number. The new phone number is (256) 229-4048.
If you have not yet submitted your contact information to us, to be included in the National Convention database,
please forward me your name, home address, telephone number and email address to the above listed email as
soon as possible. To cut cost and become more efficient, we would like to send much of our future communications electronically. With that in mind, we have keyed in all of the contact information received to date. Thank
you to everyone who participated in the process.
As a final note, we are asking all Auxiliary Secretaries to forward their minutes from the last session to the above
email as soon as possible.

Elder Benji McMiller
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Givelify for your donation of $5,000 to our National Convention. Givelify is used by several of our churches
as an online payment option for members to use for tithe, offerings and other donations. We encourage
churches to consider signing your church to this online service. For more information, please contact Reggie Chandler at 317-442-9524.
First Prestige Insurance Group, a Senior Life Agency (Senior Life) for your donation of $500.00 to our National Convention. Senior Life alongside Legacy Assurance provides affordable whole life protection. It is
one of the leading providers in the Final Expense market offering a wide range of features and benefits. For
more information please contact Jo-Ann Robinson at (305) 484-9609
MMMB (Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board) for your continued support. MMBB is a nonprofit
Christian organization serving churches and faith-based organizations since 1911. MMMB offers retirement
benefits to a wide range of denominations. For more information please contact Rev. Cliff Morgan at 917297-9767.
Convention Officers and Leaders who joined the President and Vice President to forego their stipends, in
support of the “I Love My Convention” Capital Campaign. (The goal is to raise $350,000 over the next two
(2) years.)
15

